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May 21, 2015
Press release

RussNeft assisted in restoration of the Cathedral of the Ascension of the Savior in Ulyanovsk

Ulyanovsk. RussNeft assisted in restoration of the Cathedral of the Ascension of the Savior in Ulyanovsk, one of the Russian architecture masterpieces.
The consecration service of the restored Cathedral was performed by Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and Russia on May 21. Sergey Morozov, the governor of the Ulyanovsk region as well as the authorities’, church, business and culture representatives took part in the solemn ceremony.
The Cathedral of the Savior Ascension is one of the most famous and impressive architectural monuments of the Russian Orthodox Church, it was established in 1844. The Cathedral suffered from fire in XIX century and was built all over again, but it was completely ruined during the period when the churches were destructed, in the 30-s. The eparchy and the government of Ulyanovsk region initiated restoration of the Cathedral. Mikhail Gutseriev was among the first who responded to request for assistance in restoration of the holy place. RussNeft became the main donator, allocating above 250 mln rubles for the construction of the Cathedral.
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and Russia highly evaluated the contribution of Mikhail Gutseriev into restoration of the Cathedral of the Ascension of the Savior, awarding him with one of the highest awards of the Russian Orthodox Church, by the Order of Glory and Honesty, Grade III.
Restoration and construction of the significant buildings of different confessions is an integral part of RussNeft social policy. The oil and gas company contributed to construction of churches, mosques, synagogues, temples in Ulyanovsk, Saratov, Yaroslavl regions, Krasnoyarsk Territory, Udmurtiya, the Chechen Republic, Buryatiya, KhMAO, Moscow and other regions of Russia.
The newly opened Cathedral of the Ascension of the Savior will become the largest spiritual center in the Volga region, the cultural and educational center.
Earlier Mikhail Gutseriev was remarked by the religious awards:
Order of St. Sergius of Radonezh, Grade I, II, III
Order of St. Daniel of Moscow, Grade I, II
The commemorative sign Order of the Star of Bethlehem
Order of Andrew the Blessed
Vasily Nikolayevich Khitrovo Medal of Imperial, Orthodox and Palestinian Association
The Highest Muslim Religious Award, Order of Honesty Al-Fakhr, Grade I
Order of Glory and Honesty, the second senior order of the Russian Orthodox Church, established by the initiative of St. Patriarch Alexiy II and the Holy Synod on March 25, 2004. The motto of the order is the words of the Saint Apostle Paul: “Glory and honesty to anyone who does good”.
The awardees of the Order are:
Saint Patriarch Alexiy II (2005) in commemoration of the 15th Anniversary of the Activity for the good of Church and Motherland;
Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian Federation (2007) – for the significant contribution into consolidation of the Russian national identity and spiritual renewal of the Russian society;
Nursultan Nazarbaev, President of Kazakhastan (2010) – for the big contribution into interreligious cooperation, peace building and friendship between the nations. 
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